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DACA$Renewal$and$Advance$Parole$

What%is%the%purpose%of%this%advisory?%

This(advisory(provides(information(about(Deferred(Action(for(Childhood(Arrivals((DACA)(renewal(

applicants(who(received(permission(to(travel(outside(of(the(United(States.(This(permission(to(travel(and(

return(to(the(same(status(is(called(“advance(parole.”(We(also(discuss(best(practices(for(DACA(recipients(

filing(for(renewal(who(previously(traveled(with(advance(parole(or(who(hope(to(do(so(in(the(future.((

(

Recently,(the(Immigrant(Legal(Resource(Center((ILRC)(and(United(We(Dream((UWD)(received(reports(of(

DACA(recipients(who(had(problems(with(their(DACA(renewal(requests(based(on(issues(related(to(

advance(parole.(In(these(cases,(the(DACA(recipients(obtained(advance(parole(and:(

1.! Traveled(inside(the(dates(of(the(grant((e.g.(they(left%after(the(issue(date(of(the(grant(and(re4

entered%before(the(end(date);(

2.! Traveled(outside(the(dates(of(the(grant((e.g.(they(left%before%the(issue(date(or(re4entered%after(

the(end(date);(or(

3.! Did%not%travel(outside(the(country(during(their(grant(of(DACA.(

Categories(1(and(3(are(clearly(erroneous(decisions,(and(USCIS(is(working(to(address(these(cases.(

Category(2(issues(are(more(problematic(because,(in(the(DACA(context,(USCIS(considers(these(individuals(

to(have(traveled(without(advance(parole(as(a(result(of(leaving(before(or(reRentering(after(their(grant.(

USCIS(is(working(to(address(a(small(subset(of(category(2(cases(for(DACA(recipients(who(left(before(their(

grant.(Unfortunately,(DACA(recipients(in(all(categories(suffered(delays,(lapses(in(deferred(action(and(

employment(authorization;(and(frustration(as(a(result(of(these(issues.((

%

What%is%advance%parole?%%

Advance(parole
1
(is(a(travel(document(that(allows(individuals(to(temporarily(leave(and(reRenter(the(

United(States.(For(DACA(recipients,(advance(parole(must(be(based(on(humanitarian,(educational,(or(

employment(purposes.
2
(Individuals(must(receive(DACA(before(requesting(advance(parole.3(

(

What%are%the%problems%renewal%applicants%encounter%related%to%travel%with%advance%parole?%%

USCIS(has(responded(to(these(particular(DACA(renewal(applications(with(Requests(for(Evidence((RFEs),(

Notices(of(Intent(to(Deny((NOIDs),(and(denials.(((

(

There(are(several(reasons(for(these(problems,(including:(

                                                
1
(INA(§(212(d)(5)(establish(general(parole(authority(and(allows(DHS(to(parole(individuals(into(the(United(States(“for(urgent(

humanitarian(reasons”(or(“significant(public(benefit.”(See'8(U.S.C.(§(1182(d)(5)((West(2015).(USCIS(derived(advance(parole(from(

this(general(parole(authority.(See'8(C.F.R.(§(212.5((West(2015).((
2
(See'U.S.(CITIZENSHIP(AND(IMMIGRATION(SERVICES,(U.S.(DEPARTMENT(OF(HOMELAND(SECURITY,(Frequently(Asked(Questions((June(15,(2015),(

available'at(http://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/considerationRdeferredRactionRchildhoodRarrivalsRprocess/frequentlyRaskedR

questions((“Generally,(USCIS(will(only(grant(advance(parole(if(your(travel(abroad(will(be(in(furtherance(of:(humanitarian(

purposes,(including(travel(to(obtain(medical(treatment,(attending(funeral(services(for(a(family(member,(or(visiting(an(ailing(

relative;(educational(purposes,(such(as(semesterRabroad(programs(and(academic(research,(or;(employment(purposes(such(as(

overseas(assignments,(interviews,(conferences(or,(training,(or(meetings(with(clients(overseas.”)([hereinafter(“DACA(FAQ”].(
3
(Id.'



2 

!! U.S.(Department(of(Homeland(Security((DHS)(subcomponents(not(communicating(with(each(

other(about(valid(grants(of(advance(parole;((

!! DACA(beneficiaries(traveling(outside(the(dates(authorized(by(their(advance(parole;,(

!! Unclear(guidance(regarding(what(constitutes(travel(with(advance(parole;(

!! Incorrect(or(incomplete(information(on(advance(parole(documents;(and((

!! DACA(renewal(requestors(not(providing(documentation(related(to(their(advance(parole.(

(

Another(cause(for(confusion(is(that(USCIS(also(sent(many(outdated(NOID(templates(meant(for(initial(

DACA(requests(in(response(to(requests(for(renewal(of(DACA(that(stated(“Because(your(departure(

occurred(on(or(after(August(15,(2012,(but(before(USCIS(had(determined(whether(to(defer(action(in(your(

case,(you(have(not(established(that(you(may(be(considered(for(deferred(action(under(this(process.”
4
(In(

many(cases,(USCIS(sent(these(outdated(RFEs(to(DACA(recipients(who(traveled(with(a(grant(of(advance(

parole(but(who(left(or(returned(after(the(grant(dates.((

(

How%is%advance%parole%under%DACA%different%than%other%forms%of%advance%parole?%

Advance(Parole(is(granted(for(people(with(different(types(of(status,(and(each(status(has(its(own(rules(

about(travel.(For(DACA,(USCIS(will(only(grant(advance(parole(for(travel(that(is(based(on(educational,(

employment,(or(humanitarian(reasons.(This(is(different(than(advance(parole(requirements(for(other(

immigration(statuses(or(classifications.(In(other(contexts,(advance(parole(might(be(granted(for(longer(

periods(of(time,(where(individuals(may(leave(and(reRenter(the(country(multiple(times(during(the(period.(

However,(sometimes(advance(parole(provides(a(much(shorter(window(of(travel(and(usually(is(only(for(a(

single(instance(of(travel.(DACA(advance(parole(is(almost(always(of(the(shorter,(single(purpose(and(single(

trip(variety.(Finally,(DACA(has(a(residence(requirement(for(renewal(that(may(not(apply(to(other(

individuals(travelling(with(advance(parole.(

(

What%are%the%consequences%for%initial%DACA%or%renewal%of%DACA%if%a%person%leaves%the%United%States%

without%advance%parole?%

Individuals(who(travel(outside(the(country(after(August(15,(2012(without(advance(parole(are(not(eligible(

for(initial(DACA.
5
((Likewise,(after(a(person(has(received(DACA,(if(she(travels(outside(the(country(after(

August(15,(2012(without(advance(parole,(she(will(not(be(eligible(to(renew(DACA.
6
(Finally,(USCIS(may(

terminate(a(person’s(DACA(if(she(leaves(the(U.S.(without(advance(parole,(although(it(is(more(likely(that(

the(person(will(be(denied(DACA(at(the(time(of(renewal.(

However,(USCIS(has(not(clearly(defined(what(constitutes(travel(outside(the(country(“without”(a(grant(of(

advance(parole.(Based(on(conversations(with(USCIS(and(internal(guidance,(USCIS(requires(that(DACA(

recipients(with(advance(parole:(

1.! Leave(the(country(on%or%after(the(issue%date(of(the(advance(parole(grant;(and(

2.! ReRenter(the(country(on%or%before(the(end%date(of(the(advance(parole(grant.((

These(requirements(are(different(from(other(immigrants(who(travel(with(advance(parole.(Ordinarily,(

USCIS(does(not(care(exactly(when(they(depart,(so(long(as(they(return(with(a(valid(advance(parole(
document.(But(in(the(DACA(context,(USCIS(has(denied(DACA(renewal(requests(where(the(applicant(

receives(advance(parole(but(leaves(the(U.S.(before(the(issue(date(or(reRenters(the(U.S.(after(the(grant(

expires.((

                                                
4
(See'Appendix(A(for(a(redacted(example(NOID.(

5
(See'DACA(FAQ,(supra'note(2.(

6
(See'id.'(requiring(that(an(individual'did(“not(depart(the(United(States(on(or(after(Aug.(15,(2012,(without(advance(parole”(to(be(
eligible(for(renewal(of(DACA).'
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(

Where%are%the%start%and%end%dates%located%on%an%advance%parole%document?%

After(approving(a(request(for(advance(parole,(USCIS(will(issue(two(identical(copies(of(an(advance(parole(

document,(commonly(known(as(Form(IR512L,(Authorization'for'Parole'of'an'Alien'Into'the'United'States,(
to(the(applicant.(Upon(returning(to(the(country,(immigration(officers(will(stamp(both(copies(and(keep(a(

copy(for(themselves.(The(information(within(an(advance(parole(document(can(be(difficult(to(understand.(

Accordingly,(you(should(make(sure(you(fully(comprehend(the(information(in(the(form(before(traveling.((

(

The(start(date(of(your(advance(parole(or(issuance(date(is(located(at(the(top(right(of(the(form(and(is(

referred(to(as(“Date(Issued.”(Here(is(an(example:(

(

In(this(case,(the(start(date(or(date(issued(of(this(advance(parole(document(is(December(11,(2015.(The(

individual(who(had(this(advance(parole(document(should(not(leave(the(country(before(December(11,(

2015.((

(

The(end(date(of(your(advance(parole(document(is(located(around(the(center(of(the(document(under(the(

section(titled(“PAROLE.”(Here(is(an(example:(

%

%

%

In(this(case,(the(end(date(of(this(advance(parole(document(is(January(15,(2016.(The(individual(who(had(

this(advance(parole(document(should(not(leave(the(country(before(January(15,(2016(

(

IMPORTANT:%Sometimes(instead(of(a(date,(an(advance(parole(document(will(provide(a(specific(number(

of(days,(e.g.(“30(days,(45(days,(etc.”(These(documents(give(no(date(because(the(individual(probably(

requested(a(period(of(advance(parole(without(specifying(preferred(dates.(In(this(case,(to(identify(the(end(

date(of(your(advance(parole(document(you(must(add(the(number(of(days(specific(to(the(original(start(

date.(If(our(example(above(with(an(issue(date(of(January(11,(2015(had(an(end(date(“60(days”(instead(of(

“January(15,(2016,”(then(the(end(date(for(this(document(would(be(February(15,(2016,(60(days(after(

January(11,(2015.((

(

For(an(example(of(a(complete(advance(parole(document,(please(see(Appendix(B.(

(

If%U.S.%Customs%and%Border%Protection%(CBP)%allows%a%person%to%re4enter%the%U.S.%even%after%their%grant%

of%advance%parole%expired,%why%would%USCIS%deny%that%person’s%request%for%renewal%of%DACA?%

A(person(should(make(every(effort(to(reRenter(the(U.S.(before(the(expiration(date(of(her(advance(parole(

grant.(In(some(narrow(circumstances,(CBP(agents(may(parole(a(person(in(the(U.S.(even(if(she(attempts(

to(reRenter(after(the(expiration(of(her(advance(parole(grant.(However,(CBP(would(likely,(in(its(discretion,(
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deny(reRentry,(especially(if(the(person’s(DACA(has(expired(or(if(she(is(attempting(to(reRenter(a(long(

period(of(time(after(the(expiration(of(her(advance(parole(grant.((

(

Even(if(CBP(allows(a(person(to(reRenter(the(country,(eligibility(for(DACA(renewal(is(a(separate(
determination(made(by(USCIS(on(a(caseRbyRcase(basis.(ReRentry(into(the(country(does(not(mean(a(

person(will(remain(eligible(for(renewal(of(DACA.(For(a(broad(overview(of(the(impact(of(travel(with(

advance(parole,(consult(the(following(chart:(

(

If%you%.%.%.% Will%USCIS%renew%my%

DACA?%

Will%CBP%let%me%re4enter?
7

%

Left(without(advance(parole( No( No(

Left(before(advance(parole(began( No( Maybe(

Left(after(advance(parole(ended(( No( Maybe(

Attempted(to(reRenter(without(advance(parole( No( No(

Attempted(to(reRenter(before(advance(parole(ended( Yes( Yes
8
(

Attempted(to(reRenter(after(advance(parole(ended( No( Maybe(

%

What%should%a%person%who%has%received%DACA%and%advance%parole%do,%if%she%traveled%(or%will%travel)%

on%advance%parole,%and%wants%to%renew%her%DACA%successfully?%

!
Apply!to!Renew!DACA!Early.'Travel(with(advance(parole(will(likely(mean(that(it(will(take(longer(for(USCIS(

to(decide(whether(or(not(to(renew(a(person’s(DACA(request.(It(also(may(lead(to(requests(for(additional(

information(from(USCIS.(Therefore,(DACA(recipients(who(traveled((or(will(travel)(on(advance(parole(

should(apply(for(renewal(of(DACA(as(early(as(possible,(preferably(before(150(days(before(the(expiration(

of(their(DACA(grant.(Recently,(USCIS(updated(its(DACA(FAQ(and(stated(it(would(accept(requests(for(

DACA(renewal(submitted(before(150(days(prior(to(expiration(of(DACA.
9
(Applicants,(however,(should(be(

aware(that(USCIS(issues(the(start(date(for(a(work(permit(on(the(day(the(work(permit(is(approved(and(not'
when(a(person’s(previous(work(permit(expires.(This(means(that(a(person(who(applies(early(may(lose(

anywhere(from(a(couple(of(weeks(or(months(of(employment(authorization(due(to(overlaps(between(the(

new(and(old(work(permit.((

(

Maintain!Copies!of!Advance!Parole!Notice!and!Supporting!Documentation.'USCIS(will(likely(request(
documentation(related(to(the(applicant’s(travel.(For(this(reason,(DACA(recipients(should(keep(originals(

or(copies(of:((a)(Form(IR512L,(Authorization'for'Parole'of'an'Alien'into'the'United'States;((b)(Form(IR94,(

Arrival'or'Departure'Record'(if(issued(by(CBP);((c)(Form(IR131,(Application'for'Travel'Document;((d)(Form(

                                                
7
(Please(note(that(this(does(not(cover(collateral(consequences(that(may(prevent(you(from(reRentering(the(country,(including(

executed(removal(orders(and(grounds(of(inadmissibility.(
8
(CBP(always(has(discretion(to(deny(entry,(even(when(someone(is(in(within(their(advance(parole(grant(and(has(a(current(DACA(

approval.(However,(most(people(who(travel(with(advance(parole(and(return(before(expiration(of(an(advance(parole(grant(do(

not(have(a(problem(reRentering.(
9
(See'DACA(FAQ,(supra'note(2((“Requests(received(earlier(than(150(days(in(advance(will(be(accepted;(however,(this(could(result(
in(an(overlap(between(your(current(DACA(and(your(renewal.”).(
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IR797,(Notice'of'Action(or(document(from(ICE(granting(deferred(action;((e)(passport(stamps;(and((f)(

plane,(bus,(or(other(travel(documentation.((

(

DACA(recipients(should(take(photographs(or(make(copies(of(all(of(the(above(documents(as(soon%as%they%

receive%them(because(CBP(may(take(these(documents(when(the(DACA(recipient(leaves(or(reRenters(the(

country.(When(requesting(renewal,'DACA(recipients(should(submit(as(much(of(the(above(

documentation(as(possible(with(their(request,(especially'Form(IR512L.(

(

Explain!Advance!Parole!Travel!in!Cover!Letter.!When(applying(to(renew(DACA,(the(applicant(should(

include(a(cover(letter(that(clearly(explains(that(she(traveled(on(advance(parole.(She(should(state(that(she(

applied(and(received(advance(parole,(left(within(the(periods(of(advance(parole((if(applicable),(and(list(

the(supporting(documents(she(is(including(in(her(renewal(request(verifying(the(travel.(Additionally,(

applicants(should(inform(a(legal(representative(filing(DACA(renewal(on(their(behalf(of(travel(on(advance(

parole(and(provide(the(relevant(dates(and(supporting(documentation.(

(

How%should%a%DACA%renewal%applicant%respond%to%an%RFE,%NOID,%or%denial%related%to%travel%on%advance%

parole?%

If(the(applicant(receives(an(RFE(or(NOID(related(to(valid(travel(on(advance(parole,(she(should(respond(

immediately(and(include(as(much(evidence(supporting(her(travel,(including(Form(IR512L((if(available)(and(

copies(of(passport(stamps.(An(applicant(should(provide(plane(tickets(or(other(travel(evidence(to(

demonstrate(that(she(traveled(within(the(valid(period(of(advance(parole.(If(the(applicant(did(not(travel(
outside(the(U.S.,(but(USCIS(claims(that(she(did,(the(applicant(should(include(a(cover(letter(in(which(she(

explains(that(she(did(not(travel(outside(the(country.(She(should(also(provide(documentation(

demonstrating(that(she(was(inside(the(U.S.(on(the(dates(USCIS(indicated(she(traveled.(This(

documentation(can(include(things(like(credit(card(statements(and(receipts(for(purchases.(

(

If(USCIS(denied(a(DACA(renewal(request(or(the(request(has(been(pending(105(days(or(more,(the(

applicant(may(also(file(a(request(with(the(USCIS(Ombudsman(at:(http://www.dhs.gov/caseRassistance.(

Additionally,(if(the(applicant(received(an(RFE,(NOID,(or(denial(related(to(valid(travel(on(advance(parole,(

the(applicant(may(also(elevate(her(case(to(the(ILRC(for(assistance:(http://www.ilrc.org/ced/DACA.(

(

%

For%information%about%how%to%apply%for%advance%parole,%the%potential%collateral%consequences%of%

travel%on%advance%parole,%and%potential%eligibility%to%adjust%status%as%a%parolee,%see:(Form(IR131(

Instructions;(the(USCIS(DACA(FAQ,(Practice'Advisory:'Advance'Parole'for'Deferred'Action'for'Childhood'
Arrivals'(DACA)'Recipients'by(the(Legal(Action(Center(and(Catholic(Legal(Immigration(Network,(Inc.;(

Practice'Advisory:'Deferred'Action'for'Childhood'Arrivals(by(the(American(Immigration(Council,(National(

Immigration(Project(of(the(National(Lawyers(Guild,(and(the(American(Immigration(Lawyers(Association;(

and(DACA'Recipients'Traveling'Abroad'With'Permission'(Advance'Parole)'May'Make'Them'Eligible'to'Get'
Their'Green'Cards'in'the'U.S.'Through'Certain'Visa'Petitions(by(ILRC.(

(

(

( (
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APPENDIX%A%

% %
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APPENDIX%B%
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